IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

ANGELO SANDERS : Cvil Action
V.
PH LADELPH A GAS WORKS No. 98-6271

ORDER- MEMORANDUM

AND NOW this 2nd day of July, 1999, the notion of defendant
Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks (PGN for sumrary judgnent as to clains for
punitive danmages is granted. Fed. R Cv. P. 56.

Def endant is owned by the City of Phil adel phia andis a “l ocal
agency” entitled to the sanme privileges and immunities as the Cty.

See Hendrickson v. Phila. Gas Wrks, 672 F. Supp. 823, 825 (E.D.

Pa. 1987) (PGWis a nunicipal entity “synonynous with the Gty of

Phi | adel phia” for purposes of civil rights statutes); Brennon v.

Phila. Gas Wrks, 146 Pa. Cmwith. 312, 316, 605 A 2d 475, 477

(1992) (“[T]lhe City, through the Departnment of Public Property and
the Gas Conm ssion, retains responsibility for operation of the
facilities for the production and transm ssion of gas and authority
for setting rates. . . . [T]lhe immunity from suit enjoyed by the
City extends to PGWas an integral part of services offered by the

City.”), allocatur denied 533 Pa. 637, 621 A 2d 582 (1993).°

Accordingly, punitive damages are not recoverable under Title

VII, 8§ 1981, or the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Act (PHRA). See 42

Plaintiff’s assertion that PGW is a comrercial entity is
unsupported and contrary to rel evant case | aw.



US C 8 1981a(b)(a) (precluding punitive danages against a
“governnment, governnent agency or political subdivision” under

Title VI1); MlLaughlin v. Rose Tree Media School Dist., 1 F. Supp.

2d 476, 483 (E.D. Pa. 1998) (so held); Poli v. SEPTA 1998 W

405052, at *14 (E.D. Pa. July 7, 1998) (sanme as to Title VIl and 8§

1981 clains); Wod v. Rendell, 1995 W. 676418, at *6 (E. D. Pa. Nov.

3, 1995) (sane as to nunicipality under 8 1981) (citing Pool aw v.

Gty of Anadarko, 738 F.2d 364, 366 (10th G r. 1984), overruled on

ot her grounds by Skinner v. Total Petroleum Inc., 859 F.2d 1439

(10th Gr. 1988)); Hoy v. Angel one, 554 Pa. 134, 146, 720 A 2d 745,

751 (1998) (punitive damages unavail abl e under PHRA).?

Edmund V. Ludw g, J.

Pl ai ntiff concedes that punitive danages are not avail abl e on
PHRA clains. Pl. resp., at 1.



